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Joint Press Release 
 
THE REGION’S FIRST HYDROGEN SERVICE STATION 
OPENS IN INGOLSTADT 
 
• CEP partners Air Liquide, H2 Mobility and Total open new H2 station 
• Fuel-cell vehicles can now ‘gas up’ at fuel station near A9 motorway 
• Site enhances eco-friendly mobility in Bavaria 
• Funded by the Federal Government with around 700,000 euros  

 
Ingolstadt, 5 March 2018 – Air Liquide, H2 Mobility and Total have jointly taken an important 
step in developing Germany’s nationwide hydrogen (H2) infrastructure as part of the Clean Energy 
Partnership (CEP). The partners jointly opened the region's first hydrogen station, in Ingolstadt. 
This closes another major gap in the H2 network; drivers of fuel-cell vehicles can now refuel at 
eight H2 stations in Bavaria. 
 
The new hydrogen facility at the Total gas station on Manchinger Straße – directly on the A9 
motorway – is owned and operated by H2 Mobility, a joint venture between the CEP partner 
companies Air Liquide, Daimler, Linde, OMV, Shell, and Total. The partners’ primary goal is to 
operate 100 stations in seven German metropolitan areas (Hamburg, Berlin, Rhine-Ruhr, 
Frankfurt, Nuremberg, Stuttgart and Munich) and along motorways and highways by 2019. 
Another 300 hydrogen fuelling stations will follow as the vehicle numbers are ramped up. 
 
H2 Mobility thus continues the longstanding commitment of the Clean Energy Partnership, which 
is involved in the construction of the first 50 service stations as part of Germany’s National 
Innovation Program for Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technology. The CEP partners also took an 
important step towards establishing an H2 infrastructure in the market by defining norms and 
standards. The technology for the new hydrogen facility comes from Air Liquide and allows for 
refuelling about 40 vehicles per day. The Ingolstadt station was funded by the Federal Ministry of 
Transport and Digital Infrastructure with around 700,000 euros under the National Innovation 
Program for Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technology (NIP).  
 
E-mobility with hydrogen reduces CO2 emissions 
Eco-friendly electromobility using hydrogen causes no local pollutants or CO2 emissions and, 
thanks to short refuelling times and long ranges, offers a high level of driving convenience. For 
example, fuel cell vehicles can be refuelled in under five minutes with enough fuel for a reach of 
more than 500 kilometres. Compared to battery-powered cars, hydrogen vehicles generate their 
own electricity on board by reacting hydrogen with air in the fuel cell, which generates the power 
needed to propel the car. The car manufacturer Audi, based in Ingolstadt, is involved – along with 
other partners – in the CEP, and supported the opening of the H2 station on site. 
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The expansion of the H2 infrastructure in Germany is making good progress. The network already 
comprises 43 stations, and another 33 filling stations are currently under construction and/or at 
the planning stage. 
 
 
Parliamentary State Secretary Norbert Barthle: 
“At the Federal Ministry of Transport we provide technology-agnostic support for the ramp-up of 
alternative propulsion technology. We want to shape development at the top. In this process, fuel 
cells are a key technology in the propulsion shift to electromobility. Fewer emissions, rapid 
refuelling and a long range - that is the future of electromobility. Each new hydrogen filling station 
takes us one step further in the development of a nationwide refuelling infrastructure. This is how 
we will put more clean vehicles on the road and ensure more mobility with fewer emissions.” 
 
Thomas Strauß, Director Service Stations at Total Germany:  
“At Total, we've been committed to hydrogen mobility for over 15 years, and hydrogen – the fuel 
for the eco-friendly electromobility of the future – can already be found at 15 of our filling stations. 
This makes us our industry's leading protagonist in the development of H2 mobility in Germany. 
Especially in the metropolitan areas of Southern Germany and along the main transport routes in 
Bavaria and Baden-Württemberg, we already offer a very dense network of filling stations in 
collaboration with our partners at H2 Mobility. With the projects we already have planned, we will 
be making great progress towards nationwide coverage in other regions of Germany as well this 
year.   
  
Pierre-Etienne Franc, Vice-President, Hydrogen Energy World Business Unit, Air Liquide  
“We need to face the challenges of energy transition now. And hydrogen is today one of our best 
solutions to achieve the objectives of the Paris Agreement. Hydrogen has notably the potential to 
efficiently decarbonize the transport sector which is one of the major source of pollution in our 
cities, but it requires a dedicated infrastructure to achieve this goal. Air Liquide is proud to 
contribute, together with the key private and public players, to the building of the biggest hydrogen 
infrastructure in Europe, and thus enable the deployment of FCEVs on the territory." 
 
Nikolas Iwan, Managing Director H2 Mobility:  
“Hydrogen-powered cars offer convenient ranges and refuelling times similar to those of 
combustion engines – but minus the noise and local CO2 emissions. In 2017, we already built the 
most hydrogen refuelling stations worldwide, in Germany. We will continue this commitment in 
2018 and in doing so create the conditions required for emissions-free, hydrogen-powered 
mobility." 
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With a view to a sustainable energy transition, the Clean Energy Partnership (CEP) an industrial coalition 
works on the market establishment and system compatibility of hydrogen- and fuel-cell-based mobility. Air 
Liquide, Audi, BMW, Daimler, H2 Mobility, Honda, Hyundai, Linde, OMV, Shell, Total, Toyota and the 
Westfalen Group are all involved in the project. www.cleanenergypartnership.de 
H2 Mobility, a company founded by CEP partners whose shareholders are Air Liquide, Daimler, Linde, 
OMV, Shell and Total, is supervising the Germany-wide expansion of the hydrogen infrastructure. BMW, 
Honda, Hyundai, Toyota, Volkswagen, and NOW GmbH advise H2 Mobility in their role as associated 
partners. The app H2.LIVE lets users track how the network of filling stations is growing. www.h2.live, 
www.h2-mobility.de 
On behalf of Germany’s federal government, the National Organization for Hydrogen and Fuel Cell 
Technology (NOW) coordinates, among other things, subsidy programs for the establishment of battery- 
and fuel-cell-powered electromobility. www.now-gmbh.de  
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